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galyayana or Moggallanoj made an ineffectual attempt to raise
the girdle (or belt; of Siiriputra against the will of the latter.
Once, the pilgrim relates, when the Buddha was at the Anava-
tapta Lake with a congregation of men and devas he discovered
that banputra was absent, and he sent Maudgalaputra through
the air to summon him to the meeting. In a trice Maudgala-
putra was in the Jetavana Yihara where he found Sariputra
mending his canonical robes "When the Master's request was
communicated to him Sariputra said he would go as soon as
his mending was finished, but Maudgalaputra threatened to carry
him off by his supernormal powers. Sariputra then cast his
girdle on the floor and challenged his friend to lift it. Maud-
galaputra tried all his magical powers; but although he produced
an earthquake he could not move the girdle. So he went back
alone through the air to Buddha, and on his arrival found Sari-
putra already seated in the congregation. Thereupon Maudgala-
putra declared that he had learned from this occurrence that the
potency of riddhi (possession of supernormal physical powers)
was inferior to that of prajna (spiritual intuition or transcen-
dental wisdom).

This little story is told in several Buddhist treatises with
considerable additions. In the "Tseng-yi-a-han-ching"1 it
is the Dragon-king of the Anavatapta Lake who misses
Sariputra from the congregation, and asks Buddha to send
for him. Here the legend is given with ridiculous wild
exaggerations and, as in Yuan-chuang's version, there is
the presence of an unfriendly feeling between the two great
disciples. In the "Ta-chih-tu-lun"2 the Buddha and his
arhats are assembled at the Anavatapta Lake for the pur-
pose of hearing jatakas told, and Sariputra is missed.
Maudgalyayana is sent to bring him, and in order to hasten
matters he finishes the mending of Sariputra's garment
by magic, a procedure which suggests to Sariputra the
idea of the trial of prajna against riddhi. When Maud-
galyayana saw that he could not even lift his friend's
girdle from the ground against the owner's will, he knew
it was useless to think of taking the man himself by the
ear, or the shoulder, through the air to the Anavatapta
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